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From Napa Valle\'s Coho comes a
dense and comple[ 2006 Merlot.

See Also:

Monda\, NoYembeU 7, 2011 
14 CalifoUnia RedV UndeU $40

FUida\, NoYembeU 4, 2011 
PinoW NoiU ValXeV

Monda\, OcWobeU 31, 2011 
15 Sonoma S\UahV, PinoW NoiUV and
MoUe

FUida\, OcWobeU 28, 2011 
15 Top-RaWed LoiUe RedV

Monda\, OcWobeU 24, 2011 
10 CalifoUnia Red and WhiWe ValXeV

MoUe fUom TaVWing HighlighWV
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12 CalifoUnia MeUloWV
A do]en Zines that shoZ the elegance and supple te[ture the
Merlot grape can attain in the Golden State

Tim Fish
PoVWed: AXgXVW 10, 2009

MeUloW UemainV a beVW VelleU eYen WhoXgh iW iVn'W eaV\ Wo make gUeaW MeUloW in
CalifoUnia, bXW aV WhiV Zeek'V gUoXp of neZ UeleaVeV demonVWUaWeV, Vome
ZineUieV jXVW haYe a knack foU iW. E[cellence, hoZeYeU, comeV aW a pUice-moVW of
WheVe ZineV aUe $30 oU higheU.

Topping Whe liVW iV Whe Coho Napa Valle\ Michael Black Vine\aUd 2006. LocaWed
in Whe CoombVYille aUea eaVW of Whe WoZn of Napa, Michael Black Vine\aUd haV a
VoXWheaVW e[poVXUe on a hillVide ZiWh Uock\, Yolcanic VoilV, giYing ZinemakeUV
BUookV PainWeU and GaU\ Lipp Uich and deepl\ VWUXcWXUed fUXiW.

WinemakeU Michael HiUb\ pUodXced anoWheU ZinneU ZiWh hiV MeUloW-baVed blend,
Realm The TempeVW Napa Valle\ 2006. Blending gUapeV fUom YoXnWYille, SW.
Helena and Pope Valle\, he aged Whe 2006 in 100 peUcenW neZ FUench oak.

The SZiWchback Ridge Napa Valle\ PeWeUVon Famil\ Vine\aUd haV conViVWenWl\
been among oXU faYoUiWe MeUloWV, and Whe 2006 iV no e[cepWion. The PeWeUVon
famil\ haV been faUming WheiU CaliVWoga Uanch Vince 1914 and began planWing
gUapeV aboXW 20 \eaUV ago, making Zine XndeU Whe gXidance of Bob Fole\.

One of Whe UeaVonV Ze like good MeUloW iV iWV eleganW and VXpple We[WXUe, and
ZinemakeU Heidi BaUUeWW again VhoZV Vhe haV a flaiU foU WhaW VW\le ZiWh Whe
AmXVe BoXche Napa Valle\ 2007. BaUUeWW blended in 7 peUcenW CabeUneW FUanc
ZiWh MeUloW Wo make Whe blend.

COHO Merlot Napa Valle\ Michael Black Vine\ard 2006 Score: 93 _ $65
Richl\ VWUXcWXUed \eW denVe and comple[. OffeUV appealing aUomaV of Ued
cXUUanW, Wh\me and pencil lead, ZiWh la\eUed black cheUU\ and WoaVW\ mocha-oak
flaYoUV WhaW defWl\ balance bold fUXiW and fiUm WanninV. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2015.
315 caVeV made. ²T.F.

REALM The Tempest Napa Valle\ 2006 Score: 92 _ $75
Big, e[pUeVViYe and Uipe, ZiWh a comple[ coUe of fUXiW. AUomaV of Ued cXUUanW,
WoaVW\ Yanilla and Vpice ZiWh la\eUV of inWenVe blackbeUU\, UoaVWed heUb and mocha flaYoUV WhaW bXild Wo denVe, dU\
WanninV. MeUloW, PeWiW VeUdoW, CabeUneW SaXYignon and CabeUneW FUanc. BeVW fUom 2011 WhUoXgh 2015. 213 caVeV made.
²T.F.

SWITCHBACK RIDGE Merlot Napa Valle\ Peterson Famil\ Vine\ard 2006 Score: 92 _ $56
Sleekl\ VWUXcWXUed \eW bXildV in inWenViW\. OffeUV aUomaV of cXUUanW and mocha and Uich, la\eUed flaYoUV of black cheUU\,
e[oWic Vpice and WoaVW\ oak. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2014. 948 caVeV made. ²T.F.

AMUSE BOUCHE Napa Valle\ 2007 Score: 91 _ $200
SXpple and beaXWifXll\ la\eUed, ZiWh black cheUU\ and WoaVW\ Yanilla aUomaV and cXUUanW, Vpice and UoaVWed Vage flaYoUV

WhaW VWaUW delicaWel\ and When bXild Wo a Uich, Uipel\ Wannic finiVh. MeUloW and CabeUneW FUanc. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2015. 500
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WhaW VWaUW delicaWel\ and When bXild Wo a Uich, Uipel\ Wannic finiVh. MeUloW and CabeUneW FUanc. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2015. 500
caVeV made. ²T.F.

BRAVANTE Trio Howell Mountain 2006 Score: 90 _ $42
Richl\ VWUXcWXUed \eW WighWl\ ZoXnd aW Whe coUe. OffeUV floUal, WoaVW\ mocha and blackbeUU\ aUomaV, ZiWh la\eUed cXUUanW,
loam\ mineUal and UoaVWed heUb flaYoUV. MeUloW, CabeUneW SaXYignon and CabeUneW FUanc. BeVW fUom 2011 WhUoXgh 2016.
550 caVeV made. ²T.F.

CHAPPELLET Merlot Napa Valle\ 2006 Score: 90 _ $30
SXpple \eW comple[, ZiWh Ued cXUUanW, cedaU and Vpic\-mocha aUomaV and Uich black cheUU\ and bell peppeU flaYoUV WhaW
lingeU ZiWh VofW WanninV. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2013. 3,875 caVeV made. ²T.F.

EHLERS ESTATE Merlot St. Helena 2006 Score: 89 _ $45
Ripe and a liWWle VhoZ\, ZiWh VedXcWiYe Ued cXUUanW and WoaVW\ oak aUomaV and VofW black cheUU\, Vpice and mocha
flaYoUV. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2014. 2,132 caVeV made. ²T.F.

SWANSON Merlot Oakville 2006 Score: 89 _ $36
SXpple \eW Zell-VWUXcWXUed, ZiWh black cheUU\ and WoaVW\ oak aUomaV and Vleek Ued cXUUanW, cedaU and Vpice flaYoUV WhaW
delicaWel\ gain comple[iW\. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2014. 8,400 caVeV made. ²T.F.

BRAVANTE Merlot Howell Mountain 2006 Score: 88 _ $42
A VofW and VXpple We[WXUe maVkV a nicel\ VWUXcWXUed coUe of Ued cXUUanW, eVpUeVVo and loam\ eaUWh flaYoUV. Appealing
black cheUU\ and Vpice aUomaV. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2013. 330 caVeV made. ²T.F.

ROBERT MONDAVI Merlot Napa Valle\ 2006 Score: 88 _ $23
OffeUV an appealing blend of VWUXcWXUe and plXVhneVV, ZiWh cXUUanW and eVpUeVVo aUomaV and black cheUU\ and aniVe
flaYoUV. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2014. 29,912 caVeV made. ²T.F.

ST. FRANCIS Merlot Sonoma Count\ Wild Oak 2005 Score: 88 _ $35
ShoZV good VWUXcWXUe and focXV, ZiWh plXm and pencil lead aUomaV and Vleek black cXUUanW, cedaU and Vpic\ dill flaYoUV.
DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2014. 2,300 caVeV made. ²T.F.

ST. FRANCIS Red Sonoma Count\ 2006 Score: 87 _ $12
Refined and eaV\ Wo dUink, ZiWh Ued cXUUanW and WoaVW\ dill aUomaV and Vleek cheUU\, biWWeUVZeeW chocolaWe and Vpice
flaYoUV. MeUloW, CabeUneW SaXYignon, S\Uah and Zinfandel. DUink noZ WhUoXgh 2012. 60,000 caVeV made. ²T.F.

Michelle
Highlight

Michelle
Highlight


